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Abstract

Guided by a developmental contextual (Chen & Rubin, 2011; Ford & Lerner, 1992) and
Collins’s (2003) five-feature framework on adolescent romantic relationships, the goal of this
study was to examine whether perceived mothers’ and fathers’ psychological control and gender
moderated the association between cultural values (i.e., machismo, caballerismo, views of
female virginity) and romantic relationship satisfaction in Mexican adolescents. Self-report
survey data collected from 214 adolescents (M = 14.59 years old; 50.5% girls) from two public
schools in Mexico reported on their age, gender, endorsement of cultural values (i.e., machismo,
caballerismo, views of female virginity), perceived parental psychological control, and romantic
relationship satisfaction. Exploratory and confirmatory factor analyses were run on a romantic
relationship satisfaction scale, as this scale has yet to be validated in a sample of Mexican
adolescents. Multiple regression analyses were conducted to test the interactions between
cultural values, mothers’ and fathers’ psychological control, and gender on romantic relationship
satisfaction. Findings revealed adolescents who endorsed caballerismo reported higher
relationship. These associations were strongest for female adolescents reporting low maternal
psychological control and male adolescents reporting high maternal psychological

control. These findings may be useful to practitioners working with Mexican adolescents who

are involved in romantic relationships.





